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1982/83 SEED EXPORTS A RECORD $305 MILLION 


SUMMARY 


Exports of seeds for planting totaled a record $304.6 million in 1982/83, 5 
percent above the previous July-June marketing year. Exports of all types of 
seeds, except grain sorghum and soybean seeds, increased over last year. The 
total quantity of exports of U.S. seeds increased 7 percent to 243,404 metric 
tons for the 12-month period. The strength of the U.S. dollar combined with 
economic and/or political problems prevented higher sales in many markets. 


Forage seed exports of $67.4 million were 7 percent above the year earlier. 
Shipments to Canada and Japan, the largest markets for U.S. forage seeds, 
totaled $13.0 million and $9.7 million, respectively, up 18 percent and 8 
percent. The European Community (EC) market showed a sharp improvement, with 
shipments there up 25 percent to $18.2 million. While shipments to Saudi 
Arabia and the Republic of Korea also increased, those to the Republic of 
South Africa remained stable, but those to Mexico and Australia declined. 


Alfalfa seed exports continued to decline, falling to $14.6 million, 24 
percent below the year earlier. Bentgrass seed shipments were also slow, 
totaling 2,373 tons valued at $3.1 million, down 5 percent in volume and 22 
percent in value below last year's exports. Kentucky bluegrass shipments were 
active during the past year, reaching 7,304 tons worth $7.5 million, up 36 
percent and 20 percent, respectively, over a year earlier. Canada and the EC 
were large markets for U.S. bluegrass seed with exports totaling $2.6 million 
and $3.0 million, respectively. Clover seed exports rose 40 percent, to $8.3 
million. Canada, Italy and Japan were all major markets. Fescue seed exports 
gained 9 percent to $7.3 million and ryegrass seed exports increased 27 
percent to $9.6 million. 


U.S. exports of vegetable seeds expanded 8 percent over the year earlier to 
$106.1 million, accounting for 35 percent of the total value of U.S. exports 
of seeds for planting. Exports of vegetable seeds to the EC hit $31.1 
million, an increase of 19 percent over 1981/82. Japan was the largest 
individual country market for U.S. vegetables seeds with exports there valued 
at $14.1 million, 22 percent over a year earlier. Shipments to the 
Netherlands increased 59 percent to $105 million. Canada and Mexico remained 
important markets, although shipments fell 16 percent and 22 percent, 
respectively, to $9.3 million and $8.9 million. Largest U.S. export items in 
this category were bean ($11.5 million), pea ($11.3 million) and sweet corn 
seeds ($11.0 million). Exports of cucumber, onion, radish and tomato seed 
rose substantially as shipments of carrot, sweet corn and watermelon seed 
declined from the year earlier. 


Flower seed exports continued to do well during the past year, rising 9 
percent to $5.3 million. The principal market was the EC, with shipments 
there totaling $3.1 million, 59 percent of all U.S. exports for this group. 


Exports of corn seed reached 36,327 tons valued at $62.9 million, gains of 13 
percent and 17 percent, respectively, over a year earlier. Exports to the EC 
Finished at 16,942 tons, an increase of 4 percent over the previous year. 
Mexico was the largest country market, with shipments totaling 10,880 tons, 
followed by Italy (10,277 tons) and Japan (2,717 metric tons). 
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Grain sorghum seed exports declined slightly the past year, totaling 36,326 
tons valued at $27.0 million. Mexico continued as the No. 1 sorghum seed 
market with shipments totaling $14.7 million in value, 7 percent above a year 
ago. Mexico accounted for over half of all U.S. sorghum seed exports. Other 
major markets included Venezuela, the EC, Japan and Colombia. 


Soybean seed exports dropped sharply in 1982/83 to 22,561 tons valued at $11.7 
million -- down 53 percent and 50 percent, respectively. Exports to Mexico, 
the largest market, declined 73 percent to 10,591 tons. Italy, the second 
leading market took 3,950 tons, up from only 234 tons a year earlier. Korea 
and Japan were also important markets, taking of 1,658 tons and 1,237 tons, 
respectively. 


Exports of U.S. sugar beet seed doubled from the year earlier, reaching 1,919 
tons valued at $3.3 million. Sweden was the largest market, buying 1,239 
tons and was followed by the EC with 582 tons. 


Over half of U.S. seed exports (53 percent) on a value basis went to five 
markets -- Mexico, Japan, Italy, Canada and the Netherlands. Shipments to 
Mexico, the largest market, declined 24 percent to $46.3 million, or 15 
percent of total U.S. seed exports during the 1982-83 marketing year. These 
shipments included forage seeds, $3.5 million; vegetable seeds, $8.9 million; 
corn seed, $13.1 million; grain sorghum seed, $14.7 million; and soybean seed, 
$4.3 million. 


Exports to Japan, the No. 2 market, totaled $34.4 million, a 16 percent 
increase over the year earlier. Vegetable seeds led exports to Japan, 
totaling $14.1 million, up 22 percent above last year's. Shipments of forage 
and corn seed to Japan amounted to $9.7 million and $5.8 million, respectively 
-- up 8 percent and 12 percent, respectively. 


U.S. sales to the EC accounted for one out of three U.S. dollars in seed 
exports. These sales totaled $99.3 million, a gain of 21 percent from 
1981/82. Corn seed, valued at $32.8 million, was the top item, followed by 
vegetable seeds ($31.1 million) and foreage seeds ($18.2 million). U.S. 
soybean seed exports to the Community jumped 142 percent to $3.6 million, 
while grain sorghum seed exports fell 16 percent to $2.0 million. 


TRADE ALERT 


With this issue the Foreign Agricultural Circular, FFVS -- which contains U.S. 
seed export data -- changes to a quarterly instead of monthly publication. 

The subscription rate is lowered to $9.00 per year to cover the quarterly 
reports, published in November, February, May and August. Current 
subscriptions at the $40 per year rate will be extended, based on the balance 
of individual subscription periods. 


Changes in foreign seed import regulations and information of general interest 
to exporters will continue to be included in the quarterly issues. However, 
individual trade leads will no longer be included. 
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FOREIGN AGRICULTURE CIRCULARS 


The Foreign Agricultural Service issues a number of Foreign Agriculture Circulars during the year on various commodities 
and export services for the food and agricultural trade, as well as specialized publications pertaining to individual commodities. 


HOW TO ORDER: Check the title of each publication you wish to order. Remit a check for the total amount payable to 
the Foreign Agricultural Service. Only checks on U.S. banks, cashier‘s checks, or international money orders will be accepted 
in payment. NO REFUNDS CAN BE MADE. Mail this form to: Foreign Agricultural Service 

Information Division 

Information Services Staff, Room 5918-S 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Washington, D.C. 20250 


PLEASE ENTER THE NUMBER OF SUBSCRIPTIONS DESIRED BELOW: SUBSCRIPTION RATE 
Domestic Foreign 

Mailing Mailing 

10003 COFFEE (3 issues) $ 5.00 $10.00 

10004 COTTON (12 issues) 20.00 30.00 


DAIRY, LIVESTOCK & POULTRY: 


10005 EXPORT TRADE & PROSPECTS (8 issues) 14.00 22.00 
10006 MEAT & DAIRY MONTHLY IMPORTS (12 issues) 20.00 25.00 
10007 DAIRY SITUATION (2 issues) 3.00 4.00 
10008 LIVESTOCK & POULTRY SITUATION (2 issues) 4.00 7.00 
10009 ALL 24 REPORTS LISTED ABOVE 41.00 58.00 
GRAINS: 
10010 WORLD GRAIN SITUATION & OUTLOOK (18 issues) 31.00 45.00 
see se Me LOOM EXPORT MARKETS FOR U.S. GRAIN (12 issues) 20.00 30.00 
10013 USSR GRAIN SITUATION & OUTLOOK (12 issues) 15.00 20.00 
Siatreteet Re eee O04 ALL 42 REPORTS LISTED ABOVE 66.00 95.00 
ee Te ee 10015 HORTICULTURAL PRODUCTS (12 issues) 20.00 30.00 
10016 OILSEEDS & PRODUCTS (14 issues) 30.00 45.00 
10017 SEEDS (4 issues) 9.00 15.00 
ae Se TOOTS SUGAR, MOLASSES & HONEY (4 issues) 7.00 11.00 
10019 TEA, SPICES & ESSENTIAL OILS (3 issues) 5.00 7.00 
10020 TOBACCO (12 issues) 25.00 40.00 
Cree eee ec LOOZT WORLD CROP PRODUCTION (12 issues) 18.00 25.00 
10022 COCOA (2 issues) 3.00 4.00 
TOTAL REPORTS ORDERED TOTAL SUBSCRIPTION PRICE 


ENCLOSED IS MY CHECK FOR $ MADE PAYABLE TO FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL SERVICE. 


NAME (Last, first, middle initial) 


ORGANIZATION OR FIRM 


STREET OR P.O. BOX NUMBER 


ZIP CODE 


COUNTRY 


FAS-829 (Rev. 7-83) 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE FIRST-CLASS MAIL 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 20280 POSTAGE & FEES PAID 
USDA-FAS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 


OFFICIAL BUSINES PERMIT No. G-262 
PENALTY FOR PRIVATE UGE, 0300 


If your address should be changed PRINT 
OR TYPE the new eddress, inctuding ZIP CODE end 
return the whole sheet and/or envelope tx 


FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL SERVICE, Room 6818 Se. 
U.S. Deperument of Agriculture 
Washington. 0.C. 20250 


